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2010 F.A.D. Competition Preview  
Fashion Design  

Rebecca Thompson, Manchester Metropolitan University

 
Next month’s London Fashion Week will see 14 talented finalists, selected from over 100 
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entries, compete for valuable work placements and cash prizes in the 2010 F.A.D. 
Competition Final. 
 
Now in its 9th year, the F.A.D. Competition is open to undergraduates studying fashion in 
the UK. Described as an “undeniable springboard” by Vogue.com, the competition aims 
to highlight and support creative young people at the earliest stage in their careers. Since 
2008 creative charity F.A.D (Fashion Awareness Direct) has worked in collaboration with 
Vauxhall Fashion Scout, to provide a platform for students and their universities to 
showcase at London Fashion Week. 

Each finalist will showcase two outfits inspired by the theme of ‘Traces’, looking to 
personal and collective memories to create a fashion legacy for future generations.

ARTS THREAD catches up with some of the finalists to learn about the stories and 
memories behind their designs.

Rebecca Thompson, Manchester Metropolitan University: Rebecca’s whimsical outfits 
are based on subjective memory, and the change of perception over time. “I drew my 
inspiration from children’s clothing and from a child’s mentality to create garments with 
different layers of tactile fabrics which draw on aspects of comfort”. Historic garments 
from children’s book illustration underline her full and playful silhouettes. 

Richard Thorner, University of Salford

 
Richard Thorner, University of Salford: Richard tackles personal and difficult memories in 
his mini collection. “Long story short; it’s about me ending up in a foster home and trying 
to come to terms with it. From looking at the perfect family and wanting what I couldn’t 
have, I decided to play around with using the negatives of fabrics to create new 
silhouettes.” 
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Alice Pearce, Nottingham Trent University

 
Alice Pearce, Nottingham Trent University: The theme of memory led many students to 
draw on personal experiences. Alice Pearce’s inspiration comes from the concept of 
memory loss. “Growing up with two grandparents who had Alzheimer’s, memory loss is 
something I am very familiar with”. She explores ideas of seeing something beautiful in 
the chaotic, memories as jigsaw pieces and how “written memories are important to 
someone who feels they are losing their sense of self”. 

Alice-Jane Hutton, De Montfort University

 
Alice-Jane Hutton, De Montfort University: ‘AutoReCollection’ is the title of Alice-Jane’s 
entry. “My mother began to tell me of her childhood and growing up in Detroit, USA, 
during the 1950s and I began collating images of her and my grandparents. Their lifestyle 
was highly influenced by my grandfather – a young English man holding a position as a 
Senior car stylist for Ford of America.” Hutton combines personal memories of her 
childhood with that of her mother’s in her eclectic designs. 
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Elke Baert, Instituto Marangoni

 
Elke Baert, Instituto Marangoni: Marangoni student, Elke Baert, combines colourful digital 
prints and playful elements exploring personal and fantastical memories of childhood. 
“Memories…in a flashlight they just pass by, a second of movement from the past. 
Traces from my childhood. Every mile a stitch in my memory, waiting for a childish 
surprise turning into fantasy.” 

Steven Woodward, University of Brighton

 
Steven Woodward, University of Brighton: Steven’s ‘Nona Collection’, looks to his 
personal family history and in particular the experiences of his grandmother, Edith. 
Orphaned at 11 she was sent to Vancouver, Canada, where she worked in domestic 
service during WW1. “Lace making and handcraft became her devotion and it’s this work 
that has become the focus of my collection”. 
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Luke Stevens, Central Saint Martins

Luke Stevens, Central Saint Martins College of Art & Design: Luke Steven’s looks to 
childhood recollections and fond images of his late, eccentric grandfather in his entry “I’m 
British and I eat Meat!”.

“Classic tailoring and quintessentially British styling are deconstructed and re-worked 
incorrectly or in the wrong order to evoke the memory of a man who for all his vast 
intellect was unable to change a light bulb”. Frottage, silk screen and digital prints recall 
nostalgic memories from family parties and trips abroad.

The the 2010 F.A.D. Competition Final takes place Monday February 22 at 19.00 at 
Freemasons’ Hall, Covent Garden. The jury who will select the winners include Linda 
Grant (author of ‘The Thoughtful Dresser’ & ‘The Clothes on Their Backs’), Sonnet 
Stanfill (curator of 20th-Century and Contemporary Fashion at the V&A), David Koma 
(designer & former FAD Competition Finalist), Elizabeth Mcluskie (fashion buyer at 
Harrods), John Wolford (director of Vauxhall Fashion Scout) and Ana Belen Meroño 
(winner of the 2009 FAD Competition). 
 

For more information on the 2010 FAD Competition visit www.fad.org.uk 
Vauxhall Fashion Scout
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