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The fashion world is renowned
for its glamour, excitement and
creativity.

But as 100 up-and-coming
young designers discovered, work-
ing in fashion involves a vast range
of skills — from creating innovative
designs to printing textiles, pattern-
cutting and sewing.

The youngsters, aged 16 to 18
and from 25 schools and colleges in
London and Manchester, were all
taking part in the Fashion Futures
2 project. Run by creative charity
FAD (Fashion Awareness Direct),
the initiative aims to give tecnagers

a realistic insight into working in
fashion.

The students, who are taking
A levels or BTECs in art or design,
attended 10 weeks of workshops
with fashion designers and other
industry professionals.

They learned about the com-
plete design process, from initial
research at London’s Victoria and
Albert Museum to producing tech-
nical drawings and creating their
own patterns and garments from
scratch.

The project also featured a FAD
Industry Day at the Fashion and
Textiles Muscum in Bermondsey,
south ecast London, where they
got the chance to talk to buyers,
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designers and PRs from companics
like River Island, John Lewis and
Marks and Spencer.

The project culminated in an
exhibition of the students’ eye-
catching creations in east London
on May 10. During this event
the 25 most outstanding students
were chosen to go through to the
next stage of Fashion Futures 2
— a week-long summer school to
be held at the University of East
London. Supported by fashion pro-
fessionals and FAD youth mentors,
the finalists will have just five days
to work on their final designs for
the 2010 FAD Junior Awards in
September,

The students agreed that the ini-

Clothes show: Students from
London and Manchester,
including Hannah Paul from
Salford City College (above)
and Amy Diallo from Brooke
House 6th Form College in
Hackney (far left) attended
Fashion Futures
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tiative had been invaluable. Natalie
Goreham, a finalist who attends
Valentines High School in Iiford,
said: “The best thing was talking to
adults who are in the fashion and
textiles industry because we could
ask what different jobs are like
and how they achieved success. |
learned how to adapt a pattern, what
steps I need to take to get to uni and
lots of skills needed in the design
process.”

The Fashion Futures 2 project
is part-funded by Aimhigher, the
national programme for young peo-
ple from groups currently under-
represented in higher education.

To find out more about FAD, go
to www fad.org.uk
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